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In the Claims 



Please amend the claims as follows; 



505 c\j: 



1- (Currently Amended) An apparatus for customizing 

2 ^levision content operable to run on a computing platform 

3 electrically coupled to a receiver which is electrically coupled to 

4 a display device, the apparatus operable to receive supplemental 

5 data Vrom a supplemental data database maintained by a television 

6 services provider, the apparatus comprising: 

7 a Velevision tuner/decoder operable to receive television 

8 signals Vrom the television service provider and . decode the 

9 received t^glevision signal; 

10 ^ supplemental data extractor operable to receive supplemental 

11 data from they television signal provider; 

12 a profileXdatabase operable to store a viewer profile; eftd 

13 a filter module electrically coupled to said profile database 

14 and to the supplekental data databaoc extractor , said filter module 

15 operable to accessXthe viewer profile and the supplement data and, 

16 in response, to sel^sct a preferred display component according to 

17 the viewer profile anil the supplemental data, the preferred display 

18 component operable to \arget a particular viewer relative to other 

19 viewers by supplementing television content^ and 

20 an overlay coupled t\> said television tuner/decoder to receive 

21 the decoded television signal and to said filter module to receive 

22 the preferred display compoAent, said overlay operable to integrate 

23 said decoded television signed and said preferred display component 

24 for combined display via a display device. 

1 2. (Original) The apparatus <^ Claim 1, further comprising a 

2 profile module operable to receiv\ viewer demographic information 

3 and, in response, to generate the mewer profile. 
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(Original) The apparatus of Claim 2, wherein said profile 
miMule is operable to provide a demographic template to the viewer 
foA receiving the viewer demographic information. 

4. l^Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the viewer 
prof ilev contains demographic categories corresponding to input 
options ccomprising: 

an age option; 

a raceVoption; 

a genden option; 

a maritaA status option; 

an educational level option; 

a sexual preference option; and 

an income le\^l option. 
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5. (Original) The ^paratus of Claim 1, wherein the filter module 
comprises a selection algorithm operable to select a preferred 
display component according to the viewer profile and the 
supplemental data. 
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6. (Currently Amended) AVraethod performed on a computing platform 
that is associated with display device and a receiver for 
providing functionality dtesociated with an apparatus for 
customizing television conterit , the method comprising: 

storing a viewer profile Vn a profile database; 

receiving a television kiqnal from a television signal 
provider; 

receiving supplemental data fVom a display component database; 

accessing the viewer profile \n the profile database and the 
supplemental data; end 

selecting a preferred display coiWonent in accordance with the 
viewer profile and supplemental data, the preferred display 
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13 cortoonent operable to target a particular viewer relative to other 

14 viewers^ and 

15 Xintegratinq the received television signal and the preferred 

16 display component for combined display to a viewer . 

1 7. (Ordinal) The method of Claim 6, further compriaing wherein : 

2 said \step of selecting a preferred display component in 

3 accordance \ith the viewer profile and supplemental data Includes 
^ trdnomittod transmitting an abbreviated reference 

5 associate)d with a specific display component to the viewer 

6 from the ts^levision service provider; 

V automam.cally selecting an abbreviated reference via the 

^ computing pi aV form at a viewer location in accordance with the 

9 viewer prof il^ 

10 requestingX at the viewer location a preferred display 

11 component associVted with the abbreviated reference from the 

12 television servic^ provider; and 

transmitting Vhe preferred display component from the 

14 television service provider to the viewer location. 



1 8. 

2 of: 



(Original) The method Claim 6, further comprising the steps 



3 receiving viewer demograWic information; and 

4 generating the viewer p^rofile according to the viewer 

5 demographic information. 

1 9. (Original) The method of ClaiA 8, further comprising the step 

2 of providing a demographic templat^ to the viewer to receive the 

3 viewer demographic information. 



-5- 



Recelved Itom < 072 917 4418 > at 5/27/03 1 :3S:01 PM [pastem DayHght Time] 



MPlY-27-2003 12:27 TI 972 917 4418 F 

1 ISO. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the viewer profile 

2 cor^tains demographic categories corresponding to input options 

3 comprising : 

4 a*n age option; 

5 a \ace option; 

6 a gender option; 

7 a marptal status option; 

8 an educational level option; 

9 a sexual V^^f ©^©nce option; and^ 
10 income lev\l. 

1 ll\ (Currently Amended) A method performed on a computing platform 

2 f or \providing functionality associated with an apparatus for 

3 customizing television content , the method comprising: 

4 storing a viewer profile in a profile database at a viewer 
^ 5 location X 

J7-^ ^ transferring the viewer profile from the viewer location to a 

7 television service provider; 

8 accessing the viewer profile transferred to the television 

9 service provicjfer at a television service provider location and 

10 supplemental daVa provided by the television service provider, 

11 wherein the tele^^fsl^pn service provider accesses the viewer profile 

12 and supplemental I crataj 

13 selecting a preferred display component in accordance with the 

14 viewer profile and Supplemental data at the television service 

15 provider location , wh^ein the television service provider selects 

16 the preferred display^ component, and the preferred display 

17 component is operable t\ target a particular viewer relative to 

18 other viewers; \ 

15 transferring a televis\on signal from the television service 

20 provider location to each vieVer location; 
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transferring the preferred display component from the 
television service provider location to the viewer location of a 
particular viewer associated with the viewer profile; aft# 

^ocessing the preferred display component for viewer 
consumpVion^ and 

integrating the received television signal and the preferred 
display component for combined display to a viewer. 
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12. (Origin'^1) The method of Claim 11, further comprising the 
steps of: 

receivingWiewer demographic information; and 
generatingX the viewer profile according to the viewer 
demographic infoVmation, 



13. (Original) T 
of providing a deb^gr^aph 
viewer demographic 



ethod of Claim 12, further comprising the step 
ic template to the viewer to receive the 
formation. 
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14. (Original) The md^hod of Claim 11, wherein the viewer profile 
contains demographic categories corresponding to input options 
comprising: 

an age option; 

a race option; 

a gender option; 

a marital status opti< 

an educational level oAtion; 

a sexual preference option; and, 

income level 



1 15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11, further comprioing 

2 wherein: 
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3 the s^ep of transferring the viewer profile from the viewer 

4 location to television service provider transfers less than all 

5 of the infokjiiption contained within the viewer profile from the 

6 viewer locatioW to the television service provider. 
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L6, (New) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

said overlay operate to integrate said decoded television 
slctoal " and said preferred display component for display via a 
dispYay device by displaying said decoded television signal in a 
firstXdi splay area and said preferred display component in a second 
display^ area . 



1 17, {New\ The apparatus of claim 1, wherein l 

2 said Supplemental data extractor is coupled to said television 

3 tuner/decodej to extract said supplemental data from said decoded 

4 television siVnal. 
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18. (New) The iftethod of claim 6, wherein; 

said step o A integrating the received television signal and 
the preferred dismay component for display displays the decoded 
television signal iA a first display area and the preferred display 
component in a second display area. 
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19. (New) The method 

said step of rece 



claim S, wherein: 
iiVing supplemental data from a display 



component database extracts the supplemental data from the 
television signal . 



1 20- (New) The met>?od of claim 11, wherein: 

2 said step of il^^gratinq the received television signal and 

3 the preferred displ^^component for display displays the decoded 
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4 television signal in a first display area and the preferred display 

5 componeiiK in a second display area. 



21. (New) Tft e ^ ltjethod of claim 11, wherein; 

said stepNpf J fcransf erring the preferred display component from 
the television ^rvice provider location to the viewer location 
extracts the preferred display component from the television 
signal . 
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